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from them must advance by way of this work, to which the governor
sent Captain Martin Polo with his company of 125 foot and 100
Indians, and half the horse, to patrol that part of the beach. To the
Anchorage, on the mainland beyond the fort at Boqueron, he sent
three horse and 30 foot to protect that approach because the enemy
might land a party there and enter from the main highway which
leads into the interior and so come into the city across the bridge.
These men were sufficient to hold that pass. At San Francisco
bridge he stationed a lieutenant with twelve men, to hold it.
The rest of his forces, numbering few over 200, and 200 Indians,
the governor placed in the trench which had been built at the
Caleta, lying across the beach route which leads in from Fort Point, so
called, at Hicacos, It was considered certain that the enemy would
land here, given the position of his fleet. The galleys were to support
the city. They lay at the Caleta, their bows against the beach road,
in front of the trenches. The plan was for their artillery to enfilade
the enemy's1 squadron but for this their position was not convenient.
As soon as night fell the governor sent one Carro and another man
on horseback to the Point to endeavour to see what the enemy was
doing, and whether he had landed men or would land them, on all
of which they were to report. These (p. 3) persons went and returned
about 10 o'clock at night with word that the enemy was landing
forces. They were not believed and the governor sent one Juan de
Villoria and Don Alonso de Mendoza, his son-in-law (as reliable
persons), to advise him of what they might discover. Immediately
he ordered 100 men out of the trenches and 100 Indians to go to lay
an ambush at a certain point very advantageous for the purpose,
so that when the enemy had passed they might maintain a fire upon
him from the rear and so distract him.
As soon as word was brought in that the enemy was landing troops
the general commanding the galleys (who was with the governor)
went to see if he could get out with them, but there was not sufficient
water.
At about 12 o'clock at night the two horsemen who had been sent
to the point returned and reported that they had been there and that
the enemy was quiet aboard his ships. They had not heard the sound
of rowing nor anything else. Immediately the governor sent four
horsemen to the Point to bring him news.
The governor was informed that a light had been seen at sea in
the direction of the Humilladero (shrine). It was supposed that this
meant that launches were approaching to land troops. The general
1 See p. I, n. 6, ante.